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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can write an informative/explanatory text that has a clear topic. (W.3.2) 

I can develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. (W.3.2) 

I can construct a closure on the topic of an informative/explanatory text. (W.3.2) 

I can write routinely for a variety of reasons. (W.3.10) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can use oral rehearsal as a way to prepare myself to write. 

• I can write a paragraph about what Nasreen’s grandmother wants and why. 

• I can support my topic with details from Nasreen’s Secret School. 

• I can write a sentence to close my paragraph. 

• Students’ on-demand paragraphs 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Writer: Connecting the Organizer and 

the Writing (7 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Reviewing and Refining the Paragraph Organizer: 

Using Oral Rehearsal (18 minutes) 

B. Drafting the Paragraph (20 minutes) 

C. Partner Sharing and Feedback (12 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: Learning Target Check (3 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Read your paragraph out loud to someone at home. 

Ask them to give you feedback. 

• Review: Model Paragraph: Children of Chad or use the sample in Supporting Materials (from Lesson 8). 

• Review: Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer for Model Paragraph (from Lesson 8). 

• In advance: Collect and scan students’ homework from Lesson 8 to use in Work Time A. 

• In advance: Identify a solid sample paragraph organizer to use for modeling oral rehearsal in Work 

Time A. 

 

 

Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

topic, detail, explain, conclusion  

  

• Lesson 8 homework for display 

• Students’ Lesson 8 homework 

• Nasreen’s Secret School (book; one per student) 

• Model Paragraph: Children of Chad (from Lesson 8) 

• Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer for Model Paragraph (from Lesson 8) 

• Students’ Paragraph Writing graphic organizers (from Lesson 8) 

• Lesson 9 Homework 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Writer: Connecting the Organizer and the Writing (7 minutes) 
• Gather students in a circle. Display the Paragraph Writing Graphic Organizer for the Model Paragraph and the 

Model Paragraph: Children of Chad side by side. 

• Direct students to study the two anchor charts.  

• Invite partners to turn and talk: 

* “How does the paragraph connect to the organizer?”  

• Tell students that the graphic organizer is the road map and the paragraph is the destination. The better  and more complete 

the graphic organizer the smoother the writing ‘journey’ will be for the writer.  

• Post all learning targets except the final target about oral rehearsal. Read the three targets aloud one at a time. As a whole 

group, ‘unpack’ the targets with the question “Based on these learning targets, what do you think we will be doing today?” 

Have all students think and then ask a few to share out. 

•  
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Reviewing and Refining the Graphic Organizer: Using Oral Rehearsal (18 minutes) 
• Remind students of the importance of planning before writing. Display the homework task from Lesson 8. 

• Share some students’ responses to the homework question: 

* “Why is it helpful to complete a writing graphic organizer before starting to write?” 

• Distribute students’ paragraph writing graphic organizers from Lesson 8 (unless already distributed). Allow 

students a couple of minutes to briefly review their work from Lesson 8. 

• Post and read the first learning target: “I can use oral rehearsal as a way to prepare myself to write.” 

• Display a solid example from students’ work in Lesson 8 or use a prepared sample. Use a think aloud structure to 

model for students how oral rehearsal can be an effective way to prepare for writing.  

• A possible think-aloud narrative could be: 

1. Gesture to the topic box and say “I know the topic of my paragraph. My writing task is to write a paragraph about what 

Nasreen’s grandmother wants and why.” 

2. Gesture to the two detail/explain boxes and say: “I’ve placed some great details on my graphic organizer.” 

3. Finally gesture to the conclusion box and say, “I can use what I’ve written in the conclusion box to help me wrap up or 

conclude my paragraph.” 

4. Continue, “I’m going to use my organizer and talk through my paragraph before I write it. This will be like a rehearsal, a 

time for me to practice before I put my pencil to the paper.” Speak the paragraph aloud with the organizer still in view 

for the students. Do this 3-4 times, varying the wording of the paragraph. 

• Tell students that now it’s their turn to try oral rehearsal using their paragraph writing graphic organizers. After 5 minutes 

working independently, allow students to ‘read’ their paragraph to their partner off of their organizer. Students may add or 

revise their organizers as a result of the oral rehearsal. 

• If time allows, ask a few students to volunteer to orally share their paragraph. 

• Distribute students’ paragraph 

organizers from Lesson 8 in 

advance of the lesson save time 

within the lesson. 

• In advance of the lesson, work with 

struggling writers to review their 

paragraph organizers and engage in 

modeling some oral rehearsal for 

them. 

• There shouldn’t be a concern about 

displaying a student’s graphic 

organizer for other students to see. 

Even if students see something to 

take away from the student’s work 

for their own organizer, they will 

still have to write their paragraph 

independently. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Independent Writing: Drafting a Paragraph (20 minutes) 

• Tell students it’s time to move on to writing their own individual paragraph about what Nasreen’s grandmother wanted and 

why.   

• Distribute the Paragraph Writing: What Does Nasreen’s Grandmother Want and Why? student writing sheet. 

• Encourage students to carefully set up their writing work area. It’s important that they easy visual access to their paragraph 

writing graphic organizer as they write. The Nasreen’s Secret School text may also be needed. 

• As students write they may talk with their partner for support, but each student should do his or her own writing. 

• Remind students that they will have lots of practice writing paragraphs this year.  Today, they are doing writing that is called 

an “on demand” paragraph: the best writing you can do in a specific time. 

• Circulate and support students as needed. 

• Struggling writers can be provided 

with an already completed 

paragraph writing graphic organizer 

for this writing task so they have a 

concise plan to follow as they 

attempt to write their paragraph. 

• Struggling writers or ELLs might 

benefit from working in close 

proximity to an adult. The adult can 

prompt the students as they work to 

write their paragraph off of the 

graphic organizer.  

C. Partner Sharing and Feedback (12 minutes) 

• Ask for a volunteer to share their paragraph. If possible, display or project the paragraph. Let students read the paragraph 

silently and then read it aloud (or have the student read it aloud). Offer some basic feedback for the writer, identifying 1-2 

positives and 1 suggestion for improvement. 

• Have students meet with their partner to share their paragraphs. Students should swap paragraphs so they can see and read 

their partner’s paragraph. Encourage students to provide feedback as shown in the modeling. 

• This form of feedback follows the 

“Star-Step” format that is formally 

introduced later in the module. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Learning Target Check (3 minutes) 

• Post all learning targets again.  Go through them one by one, asking students to engage in a quick “target check” using the 

thumb-o-meter. Explain Tell them give the target a thumbs-up if they feel they really got it, a thumb to the side if they think 

they need to practice it a few more times, and a thumbs-down if they feel really confused by the target.   

• Review and add to the Paragraph Writing anchor chart. 

• To help students struggling to 

distinguish between topic sentence, 

detail sentences, and conclusions, 

have them order the sentence strips 

from a cut up paragraph to create a 

cohesive paragraph. 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

Read your paragraph out loud to someone at home and ask them for feedback.  

 

Note: If possible, have students take home a photocopy of their paragraph rather than actual paragraph. In the event a 

student loses or doesn’t return the paragraph, the important writing work is not lost. 

• Try to allow struggling students an 

opportunity to practice reading their 

paragraph before the end of the 

school day. 
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Paragraph Writing: 

What Does Nasreen’s Grandmother Want and Why? 

 
You have read the text Nasreen’s Secret School closely and had conversations about the story’s main 

message. You have completed a Paragraph Graphic Organizer to organize your ideas about a topic. 

 
Using your paragraph writing graphic organizer, write a paragraph about what Nasreen’s 

grandmother wants and why. Your paragraph should include evidence from the text. As you write, be 

thinking about the characteristics of a quality paragraph. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 9 Homework 

 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 
 

Read your paragraph out loud to someone at home. 

Ask them for feedback and record the feedback below: 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

 

I read my paragraph to: __________________________________________ 


